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Foley scandal exposes the GOP's gay identity crisis
Politics, Staffing not
always in concordance
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WASHINGTON - Ata StateDepartment
ceremony diis week. Secretary of
Condoleezza Rice warmly acknowledged
the femily membere rfMark C^ui. whom
she was swearing in as the nation's new
globaJ AIDS coordmacoc

As first lady Laura Bush tooked on.Rice
singled out his partner, Jason Claire, and
Claire's mother Rice referred toherasDy-
bill's "mother-in-law."

Ttie celebratory moment for azs^couple
vyas emblematic ofthe political identityai-
sis feeing theRepublican Party, two years
after an election the COP won in part by
makingm marriage an issueand lessthan
two we^ after revelations about aRepub
lican House member's advances tovrard
teenage boys.

For Republicans, themost difficult prob
lem posed by the e-mail exchanges that
fbrmer congressman Mark Fbley had with
jages isnot necessarily the flag^t misbe-
lavior of me member. Raflier it's the feet
that the investigation isexposing a politi
cally awkwrard factof life; some GOP lead
ers practice a more tolerant brand ofpoli
tics intheir offices than some intheparty
have preached onChe campaign trai

"They pl^ somebody difierent on TV
than they are in persoa saysJohn Aravo-
sis,a gayblogger who used to workforSen.
Ted Stevens, R-Alaska.

JeffTrandahl. the former House clerk at
the center oftheinquiry into theFoley e-

, mailsandatop-rankingappointeeofHouse
Speaker Dennis Hasteit, isopenly gay So is
l6l(Fordham. the former Fof^ diiefofstaf
who s^s he alerted Hastert's office lastSear to his boss' over-chumminess writh

igh school pa^s.
^e revelations have disturbed some

conservative activists, who believe that Re-
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publicans owe their victories in the 2004
elections to the thousands of "values vot
ers"who tro(^)ed tothepolls tovoteforan-
ti-gay-marriage measures on the ballots of
11 swingstates.

"Itwas the deciding fector in thepresi
dential election," says Phil Burress. He
spearheaded thesuccessfijl efort topass a
^-marriage ban in Ohio, the state thatde
cided the election for Bush.

"Has the sodal agenda of the GOP been
stalled 1^ hwnosexual members or staff
ers?" Tony Perkins of the Family Research
Council wrote inane-mail message tothe
oi^anization's activists this week. In an in
terview, Perkins s^s thatwhile he hasnot
drawn aiy conchjswns, "these are ques
tions thatneedtoberesolv^."

Such sentiments have raised concerns
thatgay staffers will bepressed toleave Re-

)ublican offices. "It could be another Sa-
em." s^s formersenatorAlan Simpson, re

ferring to colonial-era witch hunts.
Simpson, a Wyoming Republican, co-
founded the Republican Unity Coalition to
encourage gaw participation intheparty.'

G^ Republkrans insist theyshouldn't be
blamed forFoleyorthefallout F^trick&m-
moa political oirector oftheLog Cabin Re
publicans, denounced the congressman's

n behavior awardpages as"despicable."
Justin Nelson, aformerCOP House stafe

who founded theNatfonal and Lesbian
ChamberofCommerce, says 'itwas j^yRe-

I publican staffers and an openty w msn-
! berofCongress"whodelivereaeaivwam-

ingsabout Foley's behavior.
Both Fordham andRep. JimKolbe ofAri-.

zona, Congress' only openly Republican
member, have said they pas^ cncom
plaints about Foley to the House speaker
and clerk offices.

While many conserratives insisttheirop
position tog^ marriage doesn't equate to
opposition to homosexuality, some remain
suspicious ofgays' trustvi/ortiiinesiBuiTess
sayshe believes that homosexual men are
more prone topedophilia th^ heterosex
uals. There's no (piestion abouttiiat," he
s^s.

TheRev. DebraHaffner, headof the Reli
gious Institute on Sexual MoraliUJuaice
andHealing, deniesthatassertioa "Ine vast
m^riiy ofchild abusers areheterosexual:
the vast majori^ of abused chMen aie
giris." she says.

Rjrmer senator lohn Danforth. a Mis
souri Republican who has Just publish a
book called Fiiitii and Miacs, s^ his par
ty's successful use ofg^marriage asacam
paign issue m^ come back to haunt it
"There are some things that aren'twortii
doing whether th^ wrork ornot," hes^

Not allconservatives have had-tto ^
shaken in the COP, however.

Helen Qndrich. an abortion opponent
and conservativeactivist who is vtnm^^
Republican Sea Ride SanKinim's re-d^-
tion in Pennsylvania, says her views about
gaysand lesbianshave evolvedas she has
met some ofthem.

"What would youdoifyoutookaD those
peoplewho are homosexual out ofall those
offices?" she asks. "There's probablyatot rf
good peoplewho would be shunned, and
that'snot thewayit'ssupposed tobe."

Cindrich acknovrfedges. that not all hw
fellow conservativesagrwwith her, butshe
adds, "Iguess I'm learning to take people
wherethey are."


